Fifth Sunday of Easter

BrynMawr Sunday, May 3, 2026
Presbyterian Church 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary

625 Montgomery Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 | (610) 525-2821 | bmpc.org



Gathering of God’s People

Please note that online worshippers join the livestream at 9:50 a.m.

We invite you to prepare for worship in quiet reflection.

PRELUDE Improvisation: Passacaglia

Daniel Carroll, organist
WELCOME Andy Greenhow

Please stand, if able.

CALL TO WORSHIP Revelation 15:3b, 4b
One Great and amazing are your deeds, Lord God the Almighty!
All Just and true are your ways, King of the nations!
One For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you.
All For your judgments have been revealed.
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CALL TO CONFESSION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION

All Christ, our way, our truth, our life, you have shown us the way, so
clearly and fully. You have not simply told us how to live, you have
shown us. But we still don’t get it. We do not believe all you have said
to us; we do not trust the way you have shown us. Help us, O God.
Forgive us. Open our ears to your truth, open our eyes to your way.

A moment of silence for personal reflection and confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

During the Sung Response, children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment.

SUNG RESPONSE Gloria James Kealey
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Proclamation of the Word

CHILDREN'S MOMENT Rachel Pedersen
5TH GRADE STEP UP AND HYMNAL PRESENTATION

Following the Children’s Moment, children K - grade 5 depart for their Sunday School classes.

SENDING HYMN Go Now Children with our Blessing
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rebecca Kirkpatrick

FIRST LESSON Psalm 18:28-33
(pg. 498 in pew Bible)

It is you who light my lamp; the Lord, except the Lord? And who is a rock
my God, lights up my darkness. By you besides our God? The God who has

I can outrun a troop, and by my God girded me with strength and made

I can leap over a wall. This God—his my way safe. He made my feet like the
way is perfect; the promise of the Lord feet of a deer and set me secure on the
proves true; he is a shield for all who heights.

take refuge in him. For who is God

ANTHEM Thy Perfect Love John Rutter
Jesu my love, my joy, my rest, Thy perfect love close in my breast that I Thee love and
never rest; And make me love thee of all thinge best, and wounde my heart in thy love
free, that I may reign in joy evermore with thee.



SECOND LESSON Romans 3:21-26
(pg. 154 in pew Bible)

But now, apart from the law, the
righteousness of God has been
disclosed and is attested by the Law
and the Prophets, the righteousness of
God through the faith of Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, since all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God; they are
now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward

One 'The Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

SERMON For People Like Us

John Willingham

as a sacrifice of atonement by his
blood, effective through faith. He did
this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over the sins previously
committed; it was to demonstrate

at the present time his own
righteousness, so that he is righteous
and he justifies the one who has the
faith in Jesus.

John Willingham



Response to the Word

Please stand, if able.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Rebecca Kirkpatrick

All New life in Christ takes shape in a community in which people know
that God loves and accepts them in spite of what they are. They
therefore accept themselves and love others, knowing that no one has
any ground on which to stand, except God’s grace.

- Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.22

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
All Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace Samuel Sebastian Wesley
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee. The darkness is no
darkness with Thee, but the night is as clear as the day. The darkness and light to Thee
are both alike. God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all; O let my soul live, and it shall
praise Thee! Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee.

Please fill in the Friendship Pad at the end of your pew; pass it down your row and back again.

Please stand, if able.

DOXOLOGY 606 Praise God, from whom all Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Rebecca Kirkpatrick



HYMN 13 The Mighty God, with Power Speaks

KINGSFOLD
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the winds;
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POSTLUDE Con Moto Maestoso from Sonata Il Felix Mendelssohn

Daniel Carroll, organist

Worship & Music Notes

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Karl Frey.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Today’s prayer of confession is taken from Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching
& the Arts, vol. 59.1.

5TH GRADERS RECEIVING HYMNALS
John Arthur Bickhart, Anneke Rae Bulthuis, Alexander James Conway, Hailey Maria
DeYoung, Fiona Lee Erdlen, Margaret Jane Gunther, Ryder Andrew Hulton, Lena Catherine
Kelly, Ryan Andrew Kuntz, Benjamin Kwasniewski, Henry Lee, Mackenzie Abigail Liggett,
Elliette Georgia Long, Brylee Ann Pollock, Sybille Hughes Read, Amelia Grace Reiner, John
Robert Zalewski

12TH GRADERS BEING PRAYED FOR
Luke Bickell, Gretchen Bidwell, Shelby Brehman, Christopher Chang, Lyra Cox, Wade
Cranford, Annabel deForest Keys, Lilly Ebmeyer, Hailey Gasink, Lucas Gillihan, Amanda
Hauptfuhrer, Libby Huth, Read Kitchel, Julian Lewis, Camille Lopez, Peter McConnell, Lexi
McCracken, Triston McCracken, Finley McGuirl, Bowen McMenamin, Nicky Nemo, Bliss
Odiorne, Lucy Pierce, Zack Powers, Eli Press, Elle Pulsifer, Finn Pulsifer, Andrew Quigley,
Elizabeth Rothman, Hugo Rowbotham, Gabriel Schrieber, Max Sides, Stefan Snyder, Aliane
Vanderver

TODAY'S MUSIC
The notion of “perfection” in music is always there. Yet, none of us has the same idea of
perfection; perhaps singing a hymn without tripping up on a word, or making a musical
mistake can be seen as ‘perfect, or perhaps conveying the affect of a choral anthem or
organ work to the wider congregation (with or without mistakes) can be seen as ‘perfect.
This is before we've even argued whether the score is perfect. Today’s anthems speak to
this theme, perhaps portraying God as perfect. John Rutter’s “Thy Perfect Love” talks of
the love Jesus has for us, even if we ourselves fall short of perfection. Samuel Sebastian
Wesley’s anthem “Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace” takes its text from Isaiah 26:3,
with additional text from Psalm 139, and 1 John 1, and echoes the same idea as Rutter; we
honor and put our trust in a perfect God. Knowing this is a gentle reminder to be kind to
ourselves, but to always strive for the best we can do.

- James Kealey, Director of Music & Fine Arts
PLAYING THE CARILLON
Nancy Lawrence Hill
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WELCOME TO
BRYN MAWR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Welcome to Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church in this joyful season of Eastertide! As we

celebrate the good news of Christ’s resurrection, we are reminded that hope, renewal, and

new life are at the heart of spring and our faith. Whether youre a longtime member or a first-

time visitor, were glad youTe here. Through worship, fellowship, and service, we seek to live as

resurrection people—grounded in love, growing in faith, and reaching out to the world. May

this season draw us closer to God and to one another as we rejoice in the promise of Easter

and the women’s discovery of an empty tomb.
N
I"*». "I"'I:L--h._ .
W
John M. Willingham

Interim Senior Pastor

NEW HERE?

We are pleased that you are joining us as we
worship God this morning. We invite you

to introduce yourself to one of our pastors
following the worship service. All of our
programs, ministries, and opportunities for
mission are open to everyone. Learn more

at bmpc.org

T-COIL HEARING LOOP AVAILABLE

BMPC’s Sanctuary and Congregational Hall
are equipped with a T-Coil hearing loop
system to enhance sound clarity for those
with hearing aids or cochlear implants with

a telecoil (“T” setting). Portable receiver
units are also available in the Sanctuary upon
request. We hope this technology enriches
your worship experience!

CHILDCARE ON SUNDAY

Childcare is available on Sundays from
7:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for children ages six
months and older. Please contact the Rev.
Rachel Pedersen, RachelPedersen@bmpc.

org or Childcare Coordinator Erika Henry,
childcare@bmpc.org with any questions.

LIVESTREAMED CHURCH SERVICES
Our Sunday 10:00 a.m. service is livestreamed
and can be viewed at www.bmpc.org/live

or on our YouTube channel. A recording of
the service will also be available on our Past
Services website page and Vimeo channel
starting Monday. If you are attending in
person and prefer not to be on camera, please
speak with an usher who will seat you in an
area off camera.
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Announcements

TODAY

Confirmation Expo. Sun., May 3, 9:00 a.m.,
Gym. The Confirmation Class invites you

to visit the gym before and after the 10:00
a.m. service to learn about their discipleship
projects. As part of their faith journey, each
confirmand engages in a spiritual practice
for 30 days during the spring semester and
reflects on that experience. These projects
represent their personal exploration of faith,
commitment, and growth. Stop by, hear their
stories, and celebrate the thought, dedication,
and creativity they’ve poured into this
important milestone in their spiritual lives.
Contact: AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

UPCOMING & ONGOING

“Being Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical
America.” Mondays, Apr. 20 - May 4,

7:00 p.m., Witherspoon Parlor. A timely
exploration of what it means to practice
our Presbyterian faith in a culture shaped
by polarization, Christian nationalism, and
competing visions of the gospel. Together,
we will examine how our theology offers a
distinctive and hopeful witness in uncertain
times. This class will be led by the Rev.
Rebecca Kirkpatrick. Register and reserve a
book at bit.ly/BMPCBookpickup

Outdoor Labyrinth Walk. Tues., May 5, 10:00
a.m.-7:00 p.m., Front Lawn. You are

invited to walk the rope labyrinth outside for
the final monthly walk of the program year.
Contact: KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.org

Join the BMPC Peacemaking Committee.
Tues., May 5, 7:00 p.m., Cannon Room.
Interested in social justice issues, both

local and international? Come join the
Peacemaking Committee at its open meeting
when we look at priorities for the coming
year. Do you have ideas for speakers on
important topics or suggestions on groups or
programs that deserve funding support? We
welcome your input. Contact: Phoebe Sheftel,
pasheftel@gmail.com

Nurses’ Week Celebration. Wed., May 6,
9:00 a.m., Witherspoon Parlor. We invite all
current and retired nurses to share stories,
celebrate the nursing profession, and give
thanks for the many ways nurses serve with
compassion and skill.

Wednesday Night Dinner. Wednesdays, 5:30
p.m., Congregational Hall. Join us Wednesday
evenings for delicious food, friendly
conversation, and good company. Whether
it's your first time or a familiar weekly rhythm,
there’s always room at the table. Bring a
friend, everyone is welcome, including non-
members. View the menu at bmpc.org/
WednesdayNightDinner Cost is $12 for adults
and $5 for children and students.

Individualized Educational Program

(IEP) Parent Gathering. Thurs., May 7, 9:15
a.m., Converse House Parlor. If your family
is navigating an Individualized Education
Program (IEP), exploring early intervention,
or considering related supports, join us for
connection, encouragement, and practical
resources. This gathering offers a welcoming

11


mailto:AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org
http://bit.ly/BMPCBookpickup 
mailto:KikiMcKendrick@bmpc.org
mailto:pasheftel@gmail.com
http://bmpc.org/WednesdayNightDinner
http://bmpc.org/WednesdayNightDinner

12

space to share experiences, build strength,
and support one another as we learn to
advocate confidently for our children. Feel
free to invite friends who are also seeking a
caring community. Walking through the IEP
process can feel overwhelming, but you don't
have to do it alone. Coffee and refreshments
will be provided. Contact: MaryRichards@

bmpc.org

Nurturing New Life Support Group.
Fridays, 9:15 a.m., Converse House Parlor.

Come as you are for this weekly meet-up for
parents with infants. Each week will include
time for fellowship and opportunities to

hear from local experts on topics such as
sleep, feeding, development, parental well-
being, and navigating the early months of
parenthood. The May 8 topic is Sleep, led

by Ann Marie Harringer. Sign up at bit.ly/
NurturingNewLife Contact: ColleenCatania@

bmpc.org

Holy Leisure Potluck. Fri., May 8, 6:00
p-m., home of Winnifred Cutler, Chester

Springs. Join us for a Holy Leisure Potluck
and discussion. Terry Charlton, BMPC
member, former leadership development
executive, and practicing consultant and
executive coach, focuses on self-leadership
and emotional intelligence as informed

by spiritual philosophies and dance and
movement techniques. She will address
ways our mindset, movement, and spiritual
practices can help us navigate those stressors
that lead to anxiety. RSVP online with a
shared food item at bit.ly/HolyLeisureMay

Contact: bmpc.holy.leisure@gmail.com

Dynamic Watercolors: Domenic DiStefano
Gallery Opening. Sun., May 10, 11:15 a.m.,
Gallery. This exhibition showcases the
evocative watercolors of Domenic DiStefano
(1924-2011), a painter and teacher for over 50
years, celebrated for his dynamic depictions
of coastal and marine landscapes. His work
captures the interplay of light and shadow

on water, reflecting both his passion for
watercolor and his deep connection to
Rockport, Massachusetts. Join us for the
opening day to hear DiStefano’s family

and friends share personal reflections on
DiStefanos life, artistic process, and enduring

legacy.

Burgers & Root Beer. Mon., May 11, 4:00
p.m., Pastor Andy’s Manse. Flip burgers, drink
root beer, and talk honestly about growing up
amid loud messages about masculinity. We'll
share a meal, laugh, and explore topics like
toxic masculinity, social media algorithms,
and healthier ways of being. Open to 6th-9th
grade boys and nonbinary youth who feel
this space is right for them. Come hungry!
Contact: AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

The Threat of Christian Nationalism. Mon.,
May 11, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Join us for a
lecture, conversation, and book signing with
Dr. Matthew Boedy, author of “The Seven
Mountains Mandate,” in which he critiques
the Christian Nationalist movement to
reshape society through media, religion,
family, and other spheres of cultural influence.
This event is sponsored by Confronting
Christian Nationalism, a coalition of
Presbyterians and other faith leaders in
Greater Philadelphia.
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Confirmation Sunday. Sun., May 17, 10:00
a.m., Sanctuary. During the 10:00 a.m.
worship service, the 2025-2026 confirmation
class will be confirmed. Confirmation
mentors, family, friends, and congregational
members are invited to celebrate their
commitment to the church and Christian
faith. Contact: AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

Hersheypark Fun Day. Sun., May 31, 9:30
a.m. Rising 6th—12th graders register now!
Roller coasters. Water rides. Chocolate. Bring
your friends for a fun day out in the sweetest
place on earth. It will be a blast. The cost is
$40, which includes admission to the park
and one meal, with scholarships available.
Register at bit.ly/Hersheypark2026 Contact:
AndyGreenhow@bmpc.org

CARING AND SHARING

BMPC Meal Train. Join us in this caring
ministry that provides meal support to
congregants in times of need. This act of
caring has been described as an actual
lifeline for some of our recipients. If you
are interested in periodically making (or
purchasing) and delivering a meal, please
contact BMPC Deacon Kara Udicious at
udicious@comcast.net

Volunteer at Vacation Bible Camp. Mon.,
Jun. 22-Fri., Jun. 26, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
BMPC Campus. This summer, we will
welcome over 150 children to Vacation

Bible Camp, and we need YOU to make
camp special for each one. Register at bit.ly/
VBCVolunteer2026 Contact: MaryRichards@

bmpc.org

BMPC Prayer Partners 2026-2027. Prayer
Partners commit to praying for a small
group of students throughout an academic
year. Prayer Partners may also connect with
students through post cards and special
events. This ministry serves more than

500 children and youth. Would you like to
continue being a Prayer Partner or start being
a Prayer Partner? Please sign up so we can
plan for our 2026-2027 prayer partner team:
bit.ly/PrayerPartnerSignUp2025 Contact:
MaryRichards@bmpc.org

Sanctuary Flower Donations. Openings are
available in May, July, and August for donors
who wish to give flowers in memory of or in
honor of loved ones. After Sunday services,
our Deacons deliver small arrangements of
the flowers to homebound church members.
Contact: SusanThorkelson@mac.com
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SUNDAY, MAY 3

7:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:55 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

Childcare (infant - age 5), Ed. Bldg., Rm. 101

Worship with Communion, Chapel

Sunday Morning Discussion Group, Cannon Room

Art@9, Ed. Bldg., Rm. 102

Filling the Well, Ed. Bldg. Library

Step Up Breakfast, Congregational Hall

Confirmation Expo and Session Meeting, Gymnasium
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Choir Loft

Sunday School (Ages 2s, 3s), and Pre-K, Ed. Bldg.

Youth Worship Together (Gr. 6-12), Sanctuary

Worship with 5th Grade Step Up and Senior Recognition,
Sanctuary and Livestreamed

Sunday School (K-5th Grade), Ed. Bldg.

Youth Gathering (Gr. 6-12), Gymnasium

Family Fellowship, Ed. Bldg. Hall

Confirmation Expo Continues with Atrium Cafe, Gymnasium

Taizé Young Adult Cohort Meeting, virtual

MONDAY, MAY 4

10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Great Decisions, virtual
Prayer Partner Gathering, Cannon Room

Youth Ministry Council Meeting, Gym Youth Lounge

Being Presbyterian in a Dysvangelical America, Witherspoon Parlor

Fit4Mom, Gymnasium



TUESDAY, MAY 5

9:00 a.m.  Yoga for Life (hybrid), Gymnasium

10:00 a.m. Outdoor Labyrinth Walk, Front Lawn

10:30 a.m. Tai Chi (hybrid), Gymnasium

1:00 p.m.  Dance for Parkinson’s Disease Class, Gymnasium

6:00 p.m.  Bells of Bryn Mawr Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

7:00 p.m.  Peacemaking Committee Meeting, Cannon Room

7:00 pm.  Deacons Meeting, Fullerton Room

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6

9:00 a.m.  Nurses Week Celebration, Witherspoon Parlor

9:30 am.  Yoga206, Gymnasium

10:00 a.m. Coffee Cup Bible Study, Cannon Room

430 pm.  Wednesday Connection Group, Converse House Parlor

5:30 pm. Wednesday Night Dinner, Congregational Hall

7:.00 p.m. LGBTQ@BMPC, Converse House Parlor

7:00 p.m.  Stewardship Committee Meeting, Gloucester Room

7:00 pm.  Student Serve, Gym Youth Lounge

7:00 pm.  Worldwide Ministries Council Meeting, Cannon Room

THURSDAY, MAY 7

9:15a.m.  IEP Parent Gathering, Converse House Parlor

6:00 p.m.  Refugee Support Committee Meeting, Cannon Room

7:00 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal, Rehearsal Room

FRIDAY, MAY 8

9:15a.m.  Nurturing New Life Support Group, Converse House Parlor

6:00 p.m.  Holy Leisure Potluck, off campus

SATURDAY, MAY 9

7:00 am.  Saturday Morning Men's Connection Group, Converse House Parlor

10:00 a.m. Searching for Still Waters Bereavement Group, Converse House Parlor

SUNDAY, MAY 10

8:00a.m. Worship with Communion, Chapel

10:00 a.am. Worship with Officer Installation, Sanctuary and Livestreamed
The Rev. Dr. John M. Willingham will preach.
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Your generosity can make a profound

BrynMawr

difference at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Presbyterian Church

Church. Join us in spreading love
and hope by giving at bit.ly/
BMPCGiveOnline or simply scan the

CONNECT WITH US
QR code to the right. Every donation,

no matter the size, fuels our mission ﬂ BrynMawrPres
to create a more faithful, just, and
compassionate community. Together, BrynMawrPres

let’s make a lasting impact!

o user/brynmawrpres

BULLETIN COVER

Fresco from Kariye Camii, Anastasis - showing Christ
and the resurrection of Adam and Eve, from Art in the
Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity
Library, Nashville, TN. diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-

imagelink.pl?RC=54562 Original source: flickr.com/photos/
trevino/314606353/in/photostream

Worship Staff

John Willingham, Interim Senior Pastor

Andy Greenhow, Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families
Melanie Hardison, Associate Pastor for Congregational Care
Rebecca Kirkpatrick, Associate Pastor for Adult Education & Mission
Rachel Pedersen, Associate Pastor for Children & Family Ministry
James Kealey, Director of Music & Fine Arts

Daniel Carroll, Organ Scholar



